Syllabus: Grade Spanish 3-4 

Pershing Middle 2013-2014
Mrs. Andrea McCullough
Phone:  619.465.3234 x4117
BCLAD Teacher


Room: 1006
email:  amccullough@sandi.net

Office Hours:  Lunch MWF, after school by appt.

Course Overview:

Spanish 1-2 is a challenging and rigorous language course that focuses on basic reading, writing, grammar, vocabulary, and oral language skills in Spanish.  We will follow the SDUSD Curriculum Map, building on skills throughout the semester via textbook activities, workbook activities, projects, and District Benchmark Tests.  Time management, accountability, organization, cooperative group work, and study skills will be strongly emphasized.

Class Grading Basis:

Grades in this class are weighted by category: 


· Tests/Quizzes/Benchmarks = 50% of Grade

· Homework/Classwork = 30% of Grade

· Projects = 20% of Grade

· Participation = 10% of Grade

PLEASE NOTE:  I DO NOT GIVE D’S.  If your grade drops below 68.5%, you have an F.

Required/Recommended(*) Materials:

Each student is expected to come to class prepared to work each day.  This means coming with the tools necessary to be engaged and on-task at ALL TIMES during this 50-minute class.

· McDougall Littell Avancemos! Dos
· McDougall Littell Avancemos! Dos Cuaderno
· *College-Ruled 3-hole Punched Paper

· *Blue or Black Pen

· *Pencil with eraser and extra lead.

· *Daily Academic Planner (or equivalent)

Please Note:  Your work will not be accepted if…

· It is not in blue or black ink or pencil (only for rough drafts or classwork)—No colored pens/markers for in class written work.

· It is torn out of a spiral-binder (3 holes must be intact)

· It is messy, illegible, or incomplete.

Classroom Rules:

1. Come to class ON TIME and be prepared to work.

2. Treat others as you would like them to treat you.

3. ABSOLUTELY NO iPods, CD players, MP3 players, DS, PSP, or cell phones may be out, visible, or audible during class, nor headphones worn.  These items will be confiscated.  (Confiscated items will need to be picked up by a parent from the School Police office after school.)

4. No cursing (in any language).

5. NO TAGGING or defacing materials or supplies.  

6. Please raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking.

7. No hats or head coverings may be worn in the classroom (unless for religious or medical reasons).

8. ABSOLUTELY No racist, sexist, homophobic or defamatory remarks will be tolerated.  (This WILL result in a referral.)

9. Do not touch others’ belongings without permission.

10. Do not waste time or materials.

Class Policies:

Homework Policy

· NO LATE WORK

· All late classwork, projects, and assignments will receive half-credit when turned in one day late.  2+ days late 0 credit.

· Daily classwork will follow an instructional mini-lesson, so it is absolutely IMPERATIVE that you attend class EVERY DAY!  Homework or in-class work will be given on a daily basis. Please write down your upcoming assignments, projects, and homework in your planner EACH DAY, and have it checked by your parents each evening.  
· Once again: Late work policy:  1 day late = 50% credit. Period.

Make-up Assignments

· Students may not make up class work or tests missed as a result of truancy.

· It is the students’ responsibility to obtain missed work due to an excused absence.

· Appointments with the teacher and tutoring are available—and highly recommended—if you need them.

Participation Grade = Citizenship

· In this class, much of students’ English citizenship grade is based on cooperation, participation & group work.  You are expected to work in cooperative learning groups and complete assignments by working with others as a team.  You may not “opt out” of group work.

Tardy/Truancy Policy

· Students’ citizenship will be lowered one letter, per PMS’s school policy for each and every tardy.

· Repeated tardiness and/or truancy (ditching) will result in assignment to detention by administration, parent contact, referral to counselor, school police/SARB, and ineligibility for extracurricular activities (such as sports, dances, and field trips).

· ANY uncleared absence (i.e. Truancy) will result in a “U” in citizenship for the 6 week grading period.

Organization/Time Management

· Class begins promptly at the bell.  You will be counted TARDY, if you are not sitting in your assigned seat WHEN THE BELL RINGS.  There is a daily writing assignment (DWA) on the board at the beginning of each class, which is due 15 minutes into the class period, which may NOT be made up, so you must be to class on time! 

· IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED that students write assignments each day in their student planner.

· Plan to do your homework every night.  (See attachment: How to Do Homework)

Bathroom Pass Policy

· Students are encouraged to use the bathroom during passing period; however, you will be allowed 5 bathroom passes per semester.  You must have your OWN UCHS Student ID to place in the pass lanyard, or you MAY NOT LEAVE THE ROOM.

· Students must sign out and back in when leaving the classroom and are personally responsible for any information which they may miss while they are out of the room.

Email

· I happily accept student work via email in .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .pdf format ONLY.  I accept no excuses for late work due to corrupted files, broken printer or USB device, or any other such issues.

· Parent emails will be returned within 24 hours; however, I usually respond within one hour.  (
How to do Homework
…and other homework related policies

Make a PLAN to do your homework EVERY NIGHT.  Hang up the cell phone, stop texting, get off MySpace, turn of the computer, iPod, shut off the Nintendo, Xbox, Wii, PS3, PSP, and television, and sit down someplace comfortable and well lit!  Make sure you have a snack close-by and something to drink, and all your necessary worksheets, books, paper, a pencil or pen and that the other people in your house understand that you are not to be disturbed while you are working.  Then, get to work.  Check  your planner to see what is due the next day, what reading needs to be done, and plan your time accordingly.  You will feel so good when your work is done and put NEATLY in your backpack for the next day.  Please show your completed work to your mom or dad (or aunt, uncle, grandma or grandpa), and have them look it over and give you their approval.  Your family cares very deeply about your success in school and having them look over your homework keeps them from worrying that you haven’t gotten it done!!  (
Late Work:

Assignments MUST be turned in on time.  Late work will be accepted ONE DAY LATE for HALF CREDIT.  Assignments 2 or more days 0 credit.

If You are Absent:

I understand that people do get sick or have appointments, so if you know in advance of an absence, please let me know so that, together, we can make arrangements. If you have an EXCUSED absence, you may make up work for the day(s) of your absence.  IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO SEE ME TO OBTAIN MAKE UP WORK.   

Extended Absences:

If you will be gone longer than 5 days…and you are not seriously ill, (with a doctor’s excuse), you will need to see the Attendance Office for a SDUSD Work Contract, otherwise you will receive zeros for every assignment you miss during your absence.    

**No makeup work will be accepted for truancies.**

**No Extra Credit will be given during the last week of any grading period.**

